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Westerhout-Family Returns
LOCAL HISTORY 121 Relatives from seven countries plan meeting in Sandelerhorsten

BY DIETMAR RECK

SANDELERHORSTEN - In 1974, at the corner of L813/Horster Weg in Sandelerhorsten, an old farmhouse was demolished 
that had long been home to a family that today draws interest far beyond the region. In 2020, genealogist Justin Mann 
discovered that his maternal ancestors hail from the Jeverland—and not, as previously assumed, from the Netherlands.

From Farm to Sea
    In 1741, the then 19-year-old Zioke Janssen left his parents’ farm to sign on as a sailor aboard a ship of the Dutch East India 
Company (VOC). Life in the region was tough at the time: inheritance rules in the parish of Sandel favored the youngest 
brother. Zioke's half-brother Harm Johansen (Westerholt) inherited the farm — Zioke, as the eldest son, had no claim to it. So 
he looked to the sea for his future.
    At recruitment in Hoorn, his name was translated into Dutch as Sjouke Jansz Westerhout, van Jeverlandt — a family name 
still carried today. “Westerhout” and “Westerholt” mean “west of the forest,” referencing the farm’s location west of the 
Upjeversche forest. Many young men from Jeverland emigrated to the Netherlands at the time due to economic hardship and 
no inheritance prospects.
    Zioke started as a junior sailor earning 8 guilders a month and rose to the rank of lieutenant, earning 48 guilders monthly 
from 1758 on. Around 1763, he settled in Malacca (now Malaysia), married three times, and died in 1774. His 1774 will 
precisely states his parents’ birthplaces: Cleverns and Sandelerhorsten.
    Research into the Westerhout lineage began back in the 1960s with clues from an 1840s will. In 2005, the 1774 will was 
discovered in the Netherlands, leading to a breakthrough. In 2008, a branch of the family from Singapore contacted the 
Oldenburg Society for Genealogical Research. Parish records from Sandel (*1) confirmed roots back to 1605 and documented 
additional farmsteads in the parish.

Return to the Homeland
    Today, the Jeverland family tree of the Westerhout family includes more than 150 names and over 50 marriages. Justin 
Mann, 12th generation, returned to Germany in 1977, and his children are the first generation in centuries to be born in the 
Jeverland (*2) again. The family WhatsApp group now includes 121 families spread across New Zealand, Canada, the USA, 
Australia, the UK, Singapore, and Malaysia.
    A major family reunion is planned for 2026 in Jever, with participants expected from around the world. In preparation, 
Justin Mann traveled with family members from Singapore, Perth, and Seattle to the “old homeland” and met in the Dörphuus 
of Sandelermöns with chronicler Alfred Hinrichs and more relatives from Cleverns and Grappermöns.

(Image 1) Justin Mann (left) and Alfred Hinrichs with a 1910 photo of the farm Sandelerhorsten No. 3, corner of Horster Weg.
                 It was the parental home of Zoike Jannsen. The barn was modernized in 1913, burned down in December 1920, 
                 and rebuilt before the farm was purchased and demolished by the government in 1974. 
                 PHOTO: REPRO DIETMAR RECK SOURCE: STATE ARCHIVE OLDENBURG

(Image 2) The Westerhout families (from left): Geoffrey Morris and wife Nanette Westerhout (Singapore), 
                 Justin Mann (Bochum, his mother was Katherine Westerhout), Alfred Hinrichs and Edith Hinrichs, 
                 Scott Westerhout (Seattle), Anke Nannen, behind them Rainer Köpsel, Dirk Eilers, and Garreth Mann, 
                 son of Justin Mann. 
                 PHOTO: DIETMAR RECK

(*1) "Parish records from Sandel confirmed the roots back to 1605 and documented additional farmsteads in the parish."
         Correct is:
         “Sources for further farmsteads and roots back to around 1605 were provided by documents from the 
          Lower Saxony State Archive in Oldenburg; entries from Sandel’s church books begin only in 1671 and are fragmentary.“

(*2) "and his children are the first generation in centuries to be born again in the Jeverland." 
         Correct is:
         "In Germany" instead of "in the Jeverland"


